DISCIPLESHIP -  MATURING: 
AN INTERCESSOR; Sect 1
The word ‘intercessor’ is one which is not in common use today, and so, for many of us, it doesn't mean a great deal. Yet it’s a word that expresses so much love and concern, caring and pity, deep feeling and desire for the good of others.  It is a word we really need to get back into our vocabulary.
In the days of the all powerful emperors and kings there were many times when people needed an intercessor, one who would get between them and the authority figure, and plead their case, often at the risk of incurring the wrath of the one in power.
The most perfect example of this is of course Jesus Christ himself, and to come to understand the term as God sees it, we need to look at how Jesus carried out this task.
(1) Is.53:12 “I will divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors. Yet he bore the sins of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
To be a successful intercessor one must first be blameless and innocent oneself. Now Jesus was, and is, the perfect intercessor, the spotless Lamb of God.
(2) Jh.l:29 John the Baptist said, “See, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
(3) Heb.9:13-14 “If the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls, and with the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”
(4) 1Pet.1:18-19 “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”
(5) Heb.7:26-27 “It is fitting that we should have such a high priest; holy, blameless, unstained, and separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sin, and then for those of the people, He did this once, for all, when he offered up himself.”
And we too, as long as we abide in Christ and he abides in us, and fully avail ourselves of the cleansing power of Jesus blood, are blame​less and innocent before God, and therefore can be successful intercessors also.
(6) Jh.l5:7 “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it will be done for you.”
(7) 1John l:7-8 “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
(8) 1John 1:9-10 “If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sin, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his Word is not in us.”
(9) 2Pet.3:13-14 “According to his promise, we wait for a new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, since we wait for these, let us be zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.”
It’s very important to remember, Jesus Christ, now in glory, continues to inter​cede for the saints;
(10) Rom.8:34 “Who is going to condemn? It is Jesus Christ who died, yes, and who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who intercedes for us.”
(11) Heb.7:25 “Christ Jesus is able to save for all time those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercessions for them.”
(12) 1Jh.2:1-2 “I am writing this to you that you may not sin, but if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ, the righteous. And he is the expiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.”
(13) 1Tim.2:5 “There is one God, and there is one Mediator between god and men, the man, Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony to which was born at the proper time.”
And the Word is calling us to join with him, following his example;

(14) 1Pet.2:21 “To this we have been called, since Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”
As intercessors we must be willing, if necessary, to bear the wrath of God toward the sinner.
(15) Ex.32:31-32 “Moses said, ‘This people have sinned a great sin, they have made for themselves gods of gold. But now, if you will, forgive their sin, and if not, then blot me out of the book which you have written.”
(16) Ezek.22:29-30 “The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery; they have oppressed the poor and the needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without redress. And I sought for a man among them, who should build up the wall, and stand in the breach before me for the land that I might not destroy it, but I found none.”
(17) Col.1:24 “I rejoice in my suffering for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, the church.”
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Our God wants us to be intercessors for all mankind, especially those in authority.
(18) 1Tim.2:1-4 “First of all I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men, for kings, and for all who are in high positions, that we may lead quiet and peaceful lives, godly and respectful in every way. This is good, and is acceptable in the sight of God, our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(19) Mk.11:17 Jesus said, “It is written, my house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” But you have made it a den of thieves.”
(20) Jh.3:16-17 “God so loved the world, that we sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life For God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” 

He wants us to be intercessors for the saints, especially for those with spiritual gifts which carry authority and responsibility in the Lord.
(21) 2Thess.3:1-2 “Pray that the Word of the Lord may speed on and triumph, as it did among you, and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men; for not all have faith.”
(22) Rom.l5:30 Paul said, “Strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf.”
(23) Eph.6:18 “Pray at all time in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making intercession for all the saints.”
Remember;
(24) Ps.106:23 “The Lord said he would destroy Israel, had not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him, to turn away his wrath from destroying them.”
He wants us to be intercessors for the lost and ungodly, even for our enemies.
(25) Luk.23:34 Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”
(26) Acts 7:59-60 “As the Jews were stoning Steven he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”
(27) Rom.9:1-5 “I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. I could wish that I myself were cut off from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen by race. They are Israelites, and to them belongs the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises, to them belong the patriarchs, and of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ. God, who is above all, be blessed forever. Amen.
(28) Matt.5:44-45 “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust.”
He wants us to be intercessors for those who have slipped back.
(29) 1Jh.5:16 “If anyone sees his brother committing sin which is not mortal, he shall ask, and God will give him life for those whose sin is not mortal. There is a sin which is mortal; I do not say that one is to pray for that”
(30) Jas.5:14-16 “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sin, his sin will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.”
(31) Ecc.4:9-10 “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. If one falls, the other will lift him up; but woe to him who is alone when he falls, and does not have another to lift him up. 
(32) Luk.22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, Satan demanded to have you that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you turn again, strengthen your brethren.”
God's great love for the lost, coupled with his great desire for intercessors, is laid out so clearly in the Word.
(33) Jh.3:16-17 “God so loved the world, that we sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life: For God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”

(34) 2Pet.3:9 “The Lord is not slow about his promises as some count slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”
(35) 1Tim.2:4 “God desires all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(36) Ezek.22:30 “I sought for a man among them, who should build up the wall, and stand in the breach before me for the land that I might not destroy it, but I found none.”
(37) Is.59:16 “The Lord saw that there was no man, and he wondered that there was no one to intervene, then his own arm brought him victory, and his righteousness upheld him.”
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